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A vast proportion of the world’s shipping passes through Pacific waters,
making the Pacific Islands central to global security and the global
economy. They are also on the front lines of a number of global
challenges, in particular climate change and natural disasters.

With some areas of the Pacific Islands only 15 feet above sea level, these nations are among the most
vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change, but face daunting challenges in responding fully.
USAID focuses on helping Pacific Island nations cope with the changing environmental conditions while
improving lives and building a more sustainable, equitable future for all.

OUR WORK

The Pacific Islands are home to more than 8.5 million people and support fisheries and forests that are
critical to local livelihoods and the global food supply. Yet the islands are threatened by climate change,
natural disasters, infectious diseases and governance issues.

USAID assistance in the Pacific covers |12 nations: Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru,
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and
Vanuatu. We focus on climate change adaptation and disaster preparedness. We also assist Papua New
Guinea in addressing its HIV/AIDS epidemic and advancing peace and security in the post-conflict
Autonomous Region of Bougainville.
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND DISASTER MITIGATION

People in the Pacific Islands depend on tourism, fisheries, forestry and agriculture for their livelihoods—
all of which are challenged by the changing climate. USAID strengthens the capacity of civil society,
national governments and regional institutions to improve management of natural resources and mitigate
the negative effects of climate change. Activities include climate-proofing community infrastructure and
promoting disaster preparedness and adaptation measures. USAID has helped nearly 140 communities
across nine Pacific Island countries make their infrastructure more resilient to natural disasters. These
activities now serve as models that can be scaled up throughout the region. At the national and regional
levels, activities include strengthening climate change policy and strategy development, and ensuring
access to climate finance. USAID also supports disaster preparedness, relief and reconstruction in the
Republic of the Marshall Islands and Federated States of Micronesia under the Compact of Free
Association.

HIV/AIDS AND TUBERCULOSIS

Papua New Guinea suffers from one of the highest rates of HIV/AIDS in the Pacific Islands. Sex workers,
men who have sex with men, and transgender persons are particularly at-risk. In partnership with the
National Department of Health, USAID provides people vulnerable to, living with, or affected by the
disease with prevention, support and treatment services. USAID also works with the Government of
Papua New Guinea to strengthen its response to multidrug-resistant tuberculosis.

DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

USAID helps sustain peace and stability in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville in Papua New Guinea.
With a referendum on full independence from Papua New Guinea slated to take place in 2019, USAID is
working with the Bougainville Government, civil society organizations and women’s groups to ensure
informed decision-making and open, transparent and peaceful electoral events.

PACIFIC OCEAN

Men in Papua New Guinea pledge to end USAID provided vouchers for Super Typhoon
gender-based violence. Maysak survivors to rebuild their homes.
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CONTACTS

MISSION HEADQUARTERS

Susan K. Brems, PhD, Mission Director Melissa Kennison, Desk Officer

Richard Edwards, Regional Coordinator U.S. Agency for International Development
U.S. Embassy 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

158 Princes Road, Suva, Fiji Washington, DC, USA 20523

Phone: 679-331-4466 Phone: 202-712-4521

E-mail: infopacificislands@usaid.gov E-mail: mkennison@usaid.gov

USAID.GOV USAID/PACIFIC ISLANDS REGIONAL PROFILE | 2



	A vast proportion of the world’s shipping passes through Pacific waters, making the Pacific Islands central to global security and the global economy. They are also on the front lines of a number of global challenges, in particular climate change and ...
	With some areas of the Pacific Islands only 15 feet above sea level, these nations are among the most vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change, but face daunting challenges in responding fully. USAID focuses on helping Pacific Island nation...
	Our Work
	HIV/AIDS and TUBERCULOSIS
	democracy AND human rights

	Contacts
	Mission

